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Open Letter 
to the people of Germany who believe 
in the Bible and love Jesus Christ!

The biblical name for Almighty God is  
JEHOVAH; in his word, the Bible, which Jesus 
Christ called the truth, he revealed his inten-
tion for all men of goodwill. The knowledge  
of this plan by the Most High is therefore of 
essential necessity for every person.

D. Martin Luther once prophesied:
“After our time, punishment will come over 
Germany and other countries for the sake  
of the heinous ingratitude and contempt  
toward the beloved blessed gospel, which is 
preached to them purely and richly. And after 
this bright light a dreadful, terrible darkness 
will come.”
(From Martin Luther: Critical Complete Works: 
Table Talk, Volume 6, Weimar 1921, No. 6543.)

It is a horrifying fact that those in power today 
in Germany revile, denigrate, and persecute  
by cruel methods all upright Biblical Christians 
who openly confess their faith in Jehovah God 
and serve him. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses Persecuted 

Egypt’s Pharaoh once maltreated Jehovah’s 
chosen people. Scripture explains that  
Pharaoh was the devil’s representative, and 
that he and his accomplices were punished 
and destroyed by God.

Moses was a Hebrew, a prophet inspired by 
God, who wrote part of the Bible and ex-
plained within it that Jehovah would awaken  
a greater man, of whom Moses was a shadow, 
and this greater man was the Messiah and 
would be appointed the rightful ruler of the 

earth. Many other Bible texts and Jesus’s  
own testament prove that Jesus Christ is that 
greater man; that is, the Messiah and Savior.

For many years we Jehovah’s Witnesses,  
formerly called the Bible Students, have taught 
our fellow Germans the Bible and its comfort-
ing truths, spending millions in a selfless  
way to alleviate material and mental suffering.

As thanks for our efforts, thousands of  
Jehovah’s Witnesses in Germany have been 
most cruelly persecuted, mistreated, and 
locked away in prisons and concentration 
camps. Despite the greatest mental pressure 
and sadistic physical mistreatment, including 
of German women, mothers, and children  
of a young age, they have not managed to 
stamp out Jehovah’s Witnesses over the last 
four years; for they will not be intimidated,  
but will continue to obey God more than men, 
as Jesus Christ’s apostles did in their day, 
when they were forbidden from spreading the 
gospel.

The current un-Christian and anti-Bible  
government furthermore presumes to declare 
that only the Roman Catholic Church and  
the State Church may practice a kind of free-
dom of religion, but that no freedom of faith 
and conscience is granted to all other true 
Christians who believe in the Bible.

Coercion of Conscience

In many parts of Germany, the party district 
leaders have been attempting in vain to  
force Jehovah’s Witnesses to sign declarations 
of honor, which state word for word:

“I hereby declare in lieu of an oath that  
I have recognized the subversive machinations  
of the Jewish International Bible Students  
Association and have dissociated myself, as a 
loyal German, from this association, in as far 
as I was a member or close to it … I will follow 
the laws and instructions of the party and  
the state and above all, also in my family, raise 
the spirit of the Führer, particularly in the 
hearts of my children. I regret that I once pre-
viously let myself be misled and thereby put 
myself and my family in danger … I am aware 
that any further activity on behalf of the Inter-
national Bible Students’ movement, no matter 
in what relation, will entail the most severe 
punishment, as I am then no longer worthy  
of living and working in the community of the 
German people. Should subversive elements 
approach me in the future with brochures,  
flyers, books, etc., I will report the criminals  
to the responsible party or police office  
immediately and provide the printed matter.

Heil Hitler!”
(Signature)

RESISTANCE OUT OF CHRISTIAN FAITH



Belief in the Bible—Insane Doctrine?

A private and confidential accompanying  
letter from the party district office of W…,  
dated April 5, 1937, states word for word:

“Every activity for the purpose of these crimi-
nal Jewish machinations (our note: namely, 
believing in God and spreading the teachings 
of the Bible) will be most severely punished.”

The district leader continues:

“As I am convinced that only very few people 
of a criminal nature really believe in this insane 
doctrine, thought up by the scum of human-
kind, and are also capable of fighting for it at 
the risk of losing their lives, I assume that the 
great majority of the previous Bible Students 
known to us by name, or those sympathizing 
with them, joined this organization on account 
of false information, thoughtlessness, or  
gullibility. Despite the ban and severe punish-
ments meted out, there are still obstinate  
individuals who persist in exposing themselves 
and their families to the risk of punishment for 
no good reason.”

The letter then makes further threats, in order 
to make Biblical Christians into hypocrites by 
inducing them to sign the declaration, stating 
the following:

“Should one of my fellow Germans later  
commit a sin anew, I can no longer help him;  
the full severity of the law must then take  
effect. Should a particularly stubborn individ-
ual adamantly refuse to sign this declaration,  
I must assume from this behavior that he 
clearly opposes the party and the state and 
thus accepts the consequences of these 
institutions.”

The consequences of these institutions are 
prison sentences of up to five years and  
concentration camp following release from  
prison, and in some places, particularly in  
the Ruhr region, East Prussia, and Bavaria, mis-
treatment that no longer can be distinguished 
from the tortures of the Inquisition era. 

Hostility to the Bible

In official publications, Jehovah’s Witnesses 
are presented as criminals, as enemies of the 
state, as Communists, and the movement’s 
leaders as Jews, although the entire world, 
apart from Germany, and millions of Germans 
who believe in the Bible are convinced that 
Jehovah’s Witnesses are neither criminals 
against the state nor Communists nor Jews, 
but rather simple, decent, devout Christians. 
The German party justice system’s hostility  
to Christianity and the Bible is further proved 
by an article in the journal The German Justice 
Official, Berlin, in the issue from March 21, 
1937. In a piece entitled “The Bible Student  
in the Penal System,” the penal institution  
director Liesche writes the following: 

“The atrocious lies that the International Bible 
Students Association deliberately seeks to  
disseminate about Germany and our Führer 
are evident in a resolution passed by the  
Central European Congress of Jehovah’s  
Witnesses in Lucerne, during its conference 
from September 4–7, 1936, which called  
on all well-disposed people to acknowledge 
that Jehovah’s Witnesses in Germany, Austria, 
and elsewhere are being cruelly persecuted, 
punished with prison, and mistreated in a  
devilish manner, with some of them killed.  
The Hitler government has imposed every kind 
of cruel punishment on the true Christians  
and continues to do so…”

“It is important to these Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
on committal to prisons, to get hold of the  
Bible, so that they can continue to pursue 
their subversive attitude through methodically 
compiled Bible quotations and if possible 
transfer it to other inmates of the prisons.  
It should be the law enforcement authorities’ 
task to prevent the study of the Bible from 
leading to notes that could be used in a man-
ner that endangers the state. It is thus ceded 
to the law enforcement authorities’ dutiful  
discretion, how they prevent this; the main 
thing is that they prevent it.”

“Paragraph 112, point 5 of the general prison 
regulations states, ‘Christian prisoners are to 
be provided with the prayer and hymn books 
donated by the church authorities; Lutheran 
prisoners shall additionally receive a New  
Testament with psalms, Catholic prisoners  
the diocesan catechism and a New Testament  
or the Biblical History. Jewish prisoners  
receive a prayer book.’ These regulations  
do not apply to the Earnest Bible Students  
as prisoners…”

“As the purpose of pretrial imprisonment,  
according to paragraph 112 of the code of 
criminal procedure, is also to prevent the  
prisoner from undertaking new criminal  
activities, it would obviously contradict the 
detention’s purpose to provide pretrial  
prisoners with those books (the Bible and  
the New Testament) from which they could 
constantly obtain new nourishment and  
encouragement for their commitment to their 
banned sect and their subversive attitude.  
As a rule, the presiding judge will therefore  
respond to an application by the relevant  
penal institution directors justified in this  
manner by ordering the denial of the entire  
Bible to the Earnest Bible Students.  …

It is thus clear that sufficient options are  
available for denying the imprisoned Earnest 
Bible Students the devotional books they  
demand (the Bible and the New Testament),  
if one only attempts to apply the paragraphs  
in question correctly, and if these books  
are only to be misused for the purposes of  
endangering the state.”

“The law enforcement authorities have been 
given the scope to take action, in any case, 
under consideration that almost all ‘Jehovah’s 
Witnesses’ prisoners are to be regarded as  
fanatics possessed by their ideas who refer to 
themselves as martyrs. There are only few 
among them who see reason through serving 
their punishment.”

Martyrs for Christian Faith

The above clearly shows that the struggle aims 
to rob the German people of the Bible and  
to oppress all those who invoke intellectual 
freedom and faith in the Bible. In Christian  
patience and out of shame, we have held back 
for long enough from calling public attention 
in Germany and abroad to these atrocities. We 
are in possession of an overwhelming amount 
of material proving the aforementioned cruel 
mistreatment of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Among 
others, Detective Lieutenant Theiss from  
Dortmund, and Tennhoff and Heimann from 
the Gelsenkirchen and Bochum Gestapo have 
particularly distinguished themselves in this 
mistreatment. There has been no hesitation  
to mistreat women with bull pizzles and  
rubber truncheons. As mentioned, Detective 
Lieutenant Theiss in Dortmund is known  
particularly for sadistic cruelty in the mistreat-
ment of Christian women, and also one man 
from the state police in Hamm. We also  
possess further details and names of approx. 
18 cases in which Jehovah’s Witnesses have 
been violently killed. In early October 1936,  
for example, Jehovah’s Witness Peter Heinen, 
previously resident in Neuhüllerstraße,  
Gelsenkirchen, Westphalia, was beaten to 
death by Gestapo officers in Gelsenkirchen 
town hall. This sad incident was reported  
to Mr. Reich Chancellor Adolf Hitler. Copies  
of the report were also received by Reich  
Minister Rudolf Heß and the chief of the  
Gestapo, Himmler.

The brutal mistreatment and the violent  
abduction of Willy Ruhnau, previously resident 
in Zoppot, Adolf Hitlerstraße 809, has already 
been presented as a petition to the Council  
of the League of Nations and made known  
in the international press. The Danzig police 
force refuses to provide any information on 
Ruhnau’s whereabouts. Ruhnau was without a 
doubt abducted by the Danzig police force 
and killed afterwards.

Fearlessness

The persecution, however, has by no means 
discouraged the loyal Jehovah’s Witnesses and 
will not keep them from their duties in the  
future either. It has prompted neither surprise 
nor shock in them. A long time ago, Jesus 
prophesied these circumstances when he 
spoke to his loyal followers: “If the world hates 
you, you know that it has hated me before  
it hated you. If you were part of the world, the 
world would be fond of what is its own. 



Now because you are no part of the world, but  
I have chosen you out of the world, on this 
account the world hates you. Bear in mind  
the word I said to you, A slave is not greater 
than his master. If they have persecuted me, 
they will persecute you also” (John 15:18–20).

The hour draws nigh when Jesus Christ, on 
behalf of Jehovah, will destroy Satan and  
all his servants. The people are now being in-
formed of this, so that they can decide whom 
they wish to serve. Any person can pick up  
the Bible and compare the known facts with 
its statements, and by these means establish 
which is the correct path to take. All those 
who long for the triumph of justice and wish 
to live in peace and happiness must make a 
decision and place themselves on the side of 
Jehovah and his kingdom.

Servants of God

There is no need to join any organization in 
order to become a servant of God. However,  
it is necessary to dedicate oneself to Jehovah, 
i.e. to declare oneself agreed to serve God  
and his kingdom. Once this step has been  
taken, one should pick up the Bible and the 
tools for studying it. By these means, we  
receive the necessary teaching and learn of 
the correct path. Thereupon, one should make 
an effort to do the right thing by all people.

All people are free to believe what they wish 
to believe; those who would like, however,  
to lead a life and be happy, should decide in 
favor of Jehovah God and his kingdom, should 
become his servant and serve him in loyalty 
and truthfulness. They should not abide 
by man’s teachings, but follow the teachings 
of the word of God, as they are contained in 
the Bible.

Protection

The proof has been finally furnished that Satan 
is Jehovah’s adversary and the greatest enemy 
of mankind, that he always used religion to 
fool the people and to alienate them from  
God and Jesus Christ. Furthermore, that all 
those who teach and practice religion are  
enemies of those who seek righteousness.  
All worldly rulers represent some religion,  
and consciously or unconsciously they occupy  
a position against God and his kingdom.  
The clergymen practicing religion form part  
of the ruling class and are friends of the  
world, and the scripture explains that they  
are enemies of God (Jacob 4:4). Jehovah  
God orders that the people should now be  
informed of his plan to destroy Satan and all 
heinous organizations, which he will do at  
Armageddon. Anyone who declares himself 
against God and his kingdom is among the 
lawless. Jehovah now says the following with 
reference to the good and the evil: “Jehovah  
is guarding all those loving him, but all the 
wicked ones he will annihilate” (Psalm 145:20).

All earthly rulers are imperfect people, from 
whom you can receive no protection. God 
warns you through his word: “Do not put your 
trust in nobles [rulers], nor in the son of  
earthling man, to whom no salvation belongs” 
(Psalm 146:3). Those who had the opportunity 
to know God’s commandments and to follow 
them, but preferred to practice religion, will 
very soon befall God’s judgment. To these,  
Jehovah says, “Where are their gods, the rock 
in whom they sought refuge … Let them get 
up and help you. Let them become a conceal-
ment place for you.  …  If I do indeed sharpen 
my glittering sword, and my hand takes hold 
on judgment, I will pay back vengeance to my 
adversaries and render retribution to those 
who intensely hate me” (Deuteronomy 32:37–
41). This is how Jehovah explains that the ser-
vants of the state religion can give neither aid 
nor salvation.

It is now a time of great danger, because we 
are in the “Last Days,” as it is written: “But 
know this, that in the last days critical [danger-
ous] times hard to deal with will be here. For 
men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of 
money, self-assuming, haughty, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, … 
betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, 
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 
having a form of godly devotion but proving 
false to its power; and from these turn away” 
(2 Timothy 3:1–5).

How can you find protection now? Only by 
placing yourself entirely on the side of God 
and Jesus Christ. To you, who are upright  
and well-meaning toward your God, he now 
says, “Before there comes upon you people 
the burning anger of Jehovah … seek  
Jehovah, all you meek ones of the earth … 
seek righteousness, seek meekness. Probably 
you may be concealed in the day of Jehovah’s 
anger” (Zeph. 2:2,3).

Your enemies may take away your good name, 
destroy your possessions, and even kill you; 
God, however, has the power to awaken you 
to life again, and his promise is that he will 
awaken all those who love and obey him.  
He whom Jehovah God destroys, however, 
will never live again; therefore Jesus says,  
“And do not become fearful of those who kill 
the body but cannot kill the soul; but rather  
be in fear of him that can destroy both soul 
and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28).

He who trusts in God and Jesus Christ and 
serves them, will be shielded and receive  
eternal life. “This means everlasting life, their 
taking in knowledge of you, the only true God, 
and of the one whom you sent forth, Jesus 
Christ” (John 17:3). In the interest of your own 
welfare, turn quickly away from any religion 
hostile to the Bible. Grasp Jesus Christ,  
instead, and hold tight to him, follow in his 
footsteps and take the path of true Christiani-
ty; that means following Jehovah’s command-
ments, just as Jesus Christ always did. There  
is no other path of protection and salvation: 
“Furthermore, there is no salvation in anyone 
else, for there is not another name under 
heaven that has been given among men by 
which we must get saved” (Acts 4:12).

For the justification of Jehovah and in  
the name of Jesus Christ, according to his  
commandment in Matthew 24:14, this  
message is conveyed to you for your personal 
benefit despite risk to life by the
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