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THE WHITE ROSE

Don’t believe the National Socialist propa
ganda, which has set you trembling at the
Bolshevist terror! Don’t believe that Germany’s
salvation is linked to the victory of National
Socialism, come what may! Criminality cannot
achieve a German victory. Cut yourselves off
in good time from all that has to do with
National Socialism! In time a terrible but just
judgment will come for those who kept them
selves hidden out of cowardice and indecision.
What does the outcome of this war, which was
never a national war, have to teach us?
The idea of imperialist power, no matter what
side it may come from, must be rendered
harmless for all time. A unilateral Prussian
militarism must never again come to power.
Only with the generous cooperation of the
European nations can the ground be prepared
on which a reconstruction is possible. All
centralist authority, as the Prussian state
attempted to exercise in Germany and Europe,
must be nipped in the bud. The Germ any
of tomorrow can only be federalist. Only a
healthy union of federalist states is capable
of filling today’s weakened Europe with new
life. The workers must be liberated from their
condition of extreme slavery through a rea
sonable form of socialism. The delusion of an
autarkic economy must vanish from Europe.
Every nation, every individual has a right to the
goods of the world!
Freedom of speech, freedom of confession,
protection of the individual citizen from the
despotism of criminal violent states, these are
the foundations of the new Europe.

Support the resistance movement, distribute
the leaflets!

Leaflets of the Resistance Movement in
Germany
Appeal to all Germans!
The war is approaching its certain end. As in
the year 1918, the German government is attempting to divert all attention to the growing
threat of submarines, while in the East the
armies flood back incessantly, and in the West
the invasion is awaited. America’s armament
has not yet reached its peak, but already it
exceeds everything that has gone before it
in history. With mathematical certainty, Hitler
is leading the German people to their doom.
Hitler cannot win the war, only extend it! His
and his accomplices’ guilt has infinitely exceeded all measure. Their just punishment
is inching closer and closer!

Yet what are the German people doing? They
see nothing and they hear nothing. Blindly,
they follow their seducers to their downfall.
Victory at any price, they have written upon
their flag. I will fight to the last man, says
Hitler—in the meantime, the war is already
lost.
Germans! Do you and your children want to
suffer the same fate that happened to the
Jews? Do you want to be measured with the
same yardstick as your seducers? Shall we
forever be the people hated and ostracized
by all the world? No! Cut yourselves off from
National Socialist subhumanity! Prove by your
deeds that you think differently! A new war
of liberation is dawning. The better part of
the population is fighting on our side. Rip up
the mantle of apathy laid around your heart!
Decide, before it’s too late!

Fifth White Rose leaflet,
written by Kurt Huber, based on a draft by Hans Scholl,
January 1943.
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