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THE KREISAU CIRCLE

1.

Re-establishment of justice and law.

2. Removal of the coercion of conscience,
and unconditional tolerance in issues
of faith, race, and nationality.
3. Respect for the basic principles of our
culture, which is unthinkable without 		
Christianity.
4. A socialist economic structure, in order
to realize human dignity and political
freedom and to secure the existence of
the employees and workers in industry and
agriculture and of the farmer on his own
soil, which is the prerequisite for social
justice and freedom.
5. Expropriation of the key heavy industry
firms for the benefit of the German people
as the basis for the socialist economic
structure, in order to put an end to the
pernicious abuse of political power by
major capital.
6. Self-administration of the economy with
equal participation of the working people
as the basic element of a socialist
structure.
7.

Securing of agriculture from the threat
of becoming a plaything of capitalist
interests.

8. Dismantling of bureaucratic centralism
and organic construction of the Reich
from the states.
9. Sincere cooperation with all nations,
particularly in Europe with Great Britain
and Soviet Russia.
As yet, the German people have no possibility
to raise their voice. The ruins and graves call
all the more loudly to come together, to take
action! It is time to act, before our homeland
is entirely destroyed and the collapse is com
plete. Only a united front of all enemies of
National Socialism can accomplish this deed.
Berlin, June 14, 1943
On this day, Whit Monday 1943, the under
signed solemnly resolved to substantiate
their joint actions as Socialist Action through
the formation of the action program below.
Socialist Action is a non-affiliated popular
movement for the rescue of Germany.
It fights for the liberation of the German
people from Hitler’s dictatorship, for the
re-establishment of its honor trampled
underfoot by the crimes of Nazism, and
for its freedom in a socialist system.

The action committee consists of represen
tatives of the Christian forces, the socialist
movement, the communist movement, and
the liberal forces, thus expressing coherence
and unity.

In remembrance of the war dead and the
martyrs of freedom, who were massacred
by power-crazed fascism, and of the suffering
of our soldiers, we swear:

The struggle is led under the banner of
Socialist Action, the red flag with the symbol
of freedom: the socialist ring united with
the cross as a sign of the inviolable unity
of the working people.

Never again shall the German people lose their
way in party strife!

In this hour of hardship, Socialist Action
summons to battle the working people in
the cities and the countryside and our brave
soldiers in the conviction that the rescue
of our shared fatherland from political, moral,
and economic decline is only possible
through:

No more dictatorship and slavery!

Never again may the workers tear each other
apart in fraternal conflict!

A new Germany must be born, in which the
working people order their lives themselves
in the spirit of true freedom.

Action Program of the Kreisau Circle, based on a draft
by Carlo Mierendorff, discussed at the 1943 Whitsun meeting
in Kreisau.

National Socialism and its lies must be
eradicat ed to the root so that we may regain
respect for ourselves and the German name
may become honest again in the world. The
order of the day is: Out with Hitler! Fight for
justice and peace!
Years of hardship are ahead of us. It is almost
beyond human strength to repair all that
Hitler’s craze for power and the war have
destroyed.
Nevertheless! Socialist Action will tackle the
task with resolution. It summons all upright
Germans to honest participation. We will
devote our entire strength, our entire ability,
our entire confidence; and we will thereby
ultimately provide the historical proof that
we are stronger than our fate, by mastering
that fate.

Source: Private
Design: Braun Engels Gestaltung, Ulm
1st edition 2016

English translation: Katy Derbyshire
English editing: Ginger A. Diekmann
Editing: Ute Stiepani

